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D E P M T N l E N T  o f th e  IN T E R IO R  
n e w s  r e l e a s e  

F IS H  A N D  W IL D L IF E  S E R V IC E  F r a n k  K e n n e y  ( 2 0 2 )  6 5 3 - 9 0 8 0  

F o r  R e l e a s e  O n  R e c e i p t (Is s u e d  S e p te m b e r  2 9 , 1 9 8 1 )  

F O R E C A S T  F O R  G E E S E  U P - - D U C K S  D O W N  O N  A L L  F L Y W A Y S  T H IS  F A L L  

T h e  p i n ta i l s  a n d  te a l  o fte n  a r r i v e  e v e n  b e fo r e  th e  l e a v e s  s ta rt to  tu r n , 
th e n  th e  m a l l a r d s , b l a c k  d u c k s , w i d g e o n , a n d  o th e r  d u c k s , a n d  th e  g e e s e  c o m e  
a l o n g  l a te r. B y  O c to b e r  o r  N o v e m b e r, o n  th e  a v e r a g e , p e a k  n u m b e r s  s h o u l d  r e a c h  
fro m  fo u r  to  s i x  m i l l i o n  g e e s e  a n d  a  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  d u c k s . 

B u t 1 9 8 1 , a c c o r d i n g  to  r e c e n t b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  s u r v e y s , w i l l  n o t b e  a n  
a v e r a g e  y e a r  fo r  w a te rfo w l  p r o d u c ti o n . A  d e v a s ta ti n g  s to rm  ti d e  s w e p t th r o u g h  
o n e  o f th e  m o s t i m p o rta n t g o o s e  n e s ti n g  a r e a s  i n  th e  F a r  N o rth , w i l d fi r e s  r a g e d  
i n  o th e r s , a n d  a  w i th e r i n g  d r o u g h t l i n g e r e d  i n to  i ts  s e c o n d  y e a r  i n  th e  h e a rt 
o f N o rth  A m e r i c a ' s  m a i n  d u c k - p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n . 

"W h a t.w a s  l a c k i n g , a n d  w h a t i s  n e e d e d  i n  th e  n o rth e r n  p r a i r i e s ," G e o r g e  
B r a k h a g e  o f th e  U .S . F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe  S e r v i c e ' s  M i g r a to r y  B i r d  M a n a g e m e n t 
O ffi c e  e x p l a i n e d , " a r e  s o m e  g o o d  fa l l  r a i n s , a n  e a r l y  fre e z e  th a t s e a l s  th e  
g r o u n d , h e a v y  w i n te r  s n o w s , a n d  a  q u i c k  r u n - o ff to  r e fi l l  th e  m a r s h e s  a n d  
p o th o l e s . G i v e n  fa v o r a b l e  e tl a n d s  a n d  n e s ti n g  h a b i ta t c o n d i ti o n s , th e  d u c k s  
c a n  ta k e  c a r e  o f th e m s e l v e s . A  c o u p l e  o f s u c h  b r e e d i n g  s e a s o n s  w i l l  g o  a  l o n g  
w a y  to w a r d  r e s to r i n g  fa l l  fl i g h ts ." 

T h o u g h  r a i n s  b r o u g h t te m p o r a r y  r e s p i te  to  d r o u g h t-r i d d e n  c r o p l a n d s  o f th e  
G r e a t P l a i n s  a n d  C a n a d i a n  P r a i r i e  P r o v i n c e s , th e y  c a m e  to o  l a te  fo r  m i l l i o n s  o f 
d u c k s  th a t tra d i ti o n a l l y  n e s t i n  th e s e  a r e a s  a n d  h a d  n o  l a s ti n g  e ffe c t o n  
w e tl a n d s . T h o u s a n d s  o f th e  fa m o u s  P r a i r i e  P o th o l e s  w z r e  e i th e r  d r y  d u r i n g  th e  
c r i ti c a l  s p r i n g  m o n th s , o r  w e r e  s h r u n k e n  s o  th a t th e r e  E r e  w i d e , b a r r e n , 
p r e d a to r-tra c k e d -m a r g i n s  b e tm e n  n e s ti n g  c o v e r  a n d  th e  w a te r. 

H o w  m u c h  d a m a g e  th e s e  c o n d i ti o n s  h a v e  d o n e  to  w a te rfo w l  n e s ti n g  w o n ' t b e  
fu l l y  k n o w n  u n ti l  th e  fa l l  m i g r a ti o n s  r e a c h  th e i r  p e a k . B u t d u c k  n u m b e r s  a r e  
p r e d i c te d  to  b e  d o w n  to  a b o u t w h a t th e y  w e r e  l a s t fa l l  o r  p o s s i b l y  e v e n  l o w e r. 
T h e  n e w s , h o w e v e r, i s n ' t a l l  b a d . T h e  n u m b e r s  o f g e e s e - - i n  s p i te  o f th e  
s e tb a c k s - - s h o u l d  b e  h i g h e r. T h e  p o p u l a ti o n  o f s o m e  s p e c i e s , th e  b r e e d i n g  
g r o u n d  s u r v e y s  i n d i c a te d , a r e  fo r e c a s t to  b e  " n o ti c e a b l y "  h i g h e r. 

B r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  s u r v e y s  p r o v i d e  i m p o rta n t i n fo rm a ti o n  fo r  s e tti n g  w a te rfo w l  
h u n ti n g  r e g u l a ti o n s  i n  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s . T h e y  a r e  c o n d u c te d  i n  a  c o o p e r a ti v e  
e ffo rt b e tw e e n  th e  U .S . F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe  S e r v i c e , th e  C a n a d i a n  W i l d l i fe  
S e r v i c e , S ta te  a n d  P r o v i n c i a l  w i l d l i fe  a g e n c i e s , D u c k s  U n l i m i te d , a n d  th e  
U .S .S .R . M i n i s try  o f A g r i c u l tu r e . 

m o r e  



Ducks: 

The pers istent drought aga in adverse ly affected duck nest ing in the vita l 
Prair ie Potho les. F l ights are expected to be the same as the less-than-average 
number noted last fal l. 

Centra l F lyway 

Geese : 

Canada geese in the Centra l F lyway, with one possdb le except ion, found 
favorab le nest ing cond it ions. Those winter ing in southeastern Co lorado and 
nearby port ions of Ok lahoma, Texas, and New Mex ico are expected to be in 
stronger numbers. However, the 'Xi- l ine Popu lat ion" wh ich nests in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and the Rocky Mounta in States, suffered from drought and wi l l be 
scarcer on their north-centra l Co lorado winter ing area. 

White-fronted geese nest throughout estem Arctic Canada and Alaska where 
hab itat cond it ions were at least as good as last year. An increased fl ight is 
expected to their Texas-Lou is iana Gulf Coast winter ing areas. 

Ducks: 

A poor product ion year, the fal l f l ight of ducks wi l l be about the same as 
1980. 

Pacif ic F lyway 

Geese : 

Canada geese are expected to be up in numbers from last year 's fl ight. 
However, Dusky Canada geese fared less ~11 on their nest ing grounds in the 
Copper River Delta of southeastern Alaska, and a decreased fl ight to the 
Wi l lamette winter ing area in Oregon is expected. 

Most Lesser Canada geese nest in Alaska. Except for the ser ious f lood ing 
of the Yukon F lats, lessers had good nest ing cond it ions. 

At Wrange l Is land, Russ ian b io log ists reported 40,000 nest ing pa irs of 
Lesser snow geese, the most they 'd seen in a decade. An increased fl ight is 
expected to Pacif ic Northwest and Cal iforn ia winter ing areas, 

Cack lers, the smal lest of al l Canada geese, nest a long the Ber ing Sea, 
main ly between the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers. Primar i ly because of the storm 
tide that swpt through their nest ing grounds last spr ing, a decreased fl ight 
is pred icted on their return to Oregon and. Cal iforn ia. 

White-fronted geese, winter ing in Cal iforn ia, found good nest ing cond it ions 
in the western Canad ian Arctic and Alaska. The fal l f l ight is pred icted to be 
at least as good as last year. 

Ducks: 

Pacif ic F lyway duck fl ights wi l l cont inue their downward trend with no 
improvement in numbers over last year. However, waterfowl concentrat ions wi l l 
bu i ld on good winter ing areas, somet imes to great numbers--even in poor 
waterfowl years such as this. Hab itat is the key ingred ient, 



It wou ld be. imposs ib le for the internat iona l survey crews to cover the 
ent ire breed ing grounds of ducks and geese, but key parts are samp led each year 
us ing air and ground surveys, aer ia l photographs, and satel l ite imagery. Thus, 
not on ly are the famous duck-breed ing grounds of the mid-cont inenta l Prair ie 
Potho le reg ion scanned, but a lso goose-nest ing grounds otherwise known on ly to 
Esk imos, a few fur traders, and exp lorers --l iteral ly at the ends of the earth. 

The cond it ion of the hab itat and the avai lab i l ity of food, water, and cover 
are of pr imary importance. But very crit ica l for 'goose nest ing is the 
northward melt of the snowl ine. Dictated by the unforg iv ing schedu le of the 
Far North, nest ing must be in it iated by June 15, or goose product ion is 
marked ly decreased. When the snow melt and subsequent goose nest ing in 
northern areas is de layed, the gos l ings may not have t ime to reach fl ight stage 
before the fal l freeze. 

Th is year 's snow melt was on, or ahead of schedu le, ind icat ing a good 
nest ing season for geese. Here, by f lyways, are the pred ict ions for the fal l 
f l ights of migratory waterfowl: 

Atlant ic F lyway 

Geese : 

The Atlant ic popu lat ion of Canada geese nests from southern Hudson Bay 
northeastward to Newfound land. Cond it ions of these nest ing grounds were about 
the same as last year, so the fal l migrat ion to the De lmarva Pen insu la and the 
Eastern shore wi l l be unchanged. 

Greater snow geese, wh ich nest in the High Arctic near Green land and winter 
a long the mid-Atlant ic coast, have had a good year and wi l l be seen in 
increased numbers. 

. 
Atlant ic brant found good nest ing cond it ions throughout their breed ing 

grounds from Green land to the Queen Maud Gulf on Canada 's mid-Arct ic coast. A 
not iceab le increase is forecast when they return to their mid-Atlant ic coasta l 
winter ing areas. 

Ducks : 

The fal l duck fl ights wi l l be s imi lar to last year 's be low average leve l. 
Black ducks, however, may be up sl ight ly--at least from last year. 

Miss iss ipp i F lyway 

Geese : 

Most of the Canada geese that come down the Miss iss ipp i f lyway nest in 
tundra areas in northern Ontar io and northeast Man itoba. Genera l ly, nest ing 
cond it ions wre less than favorab le, and smal ler fl ights are expected to arr ive 
at winter ing areas in southern Il l ino is and ad jacent port ions of Kentucky. 

Lesser snow geese nest ing in arct ic and sub-arct ic areas en joyed good 
nest ing cond it ions and shou ld show an increase this year. 
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